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Special Events & Observances
International  Day of Peace – September 21st
“Individuals and Nations, acting in concert, DO make a difference in the quality of our lives, our institutions, our environment and our planetary future. Through cooperation, we manifest the essential Spirit that unites us amid our diverse ways.”* The International Day of Peace provides an opportunity for us to create practical acts of Peace on a shared date.  For ideas on how to do this, go to:
* www.internationaldayofpeace.org/background
Stories From Around the Globe
From France.  CVX France has organized working groups called ateliers to attend to specific topics.  One of these ateliers is working on sustainable development and is entitled "Chrétiens Co-responsables de la Creation-CCC" or “Christians Sharing Responsibility with God in Creation.” To learn more about our activities, see: www.cvxccc.free.fr We are preparing for the Ignatian Jubilee meeting in Lourdes in July, where 10,000 members of the Ignatian family will gather. We will present a forum on the "Water" theme, using the 9-station walk existing in front of the Lourdes' Grotto.  [The NY WG will forward some UN resources including the DVD entitled: Water for Life.]
From Slovenia. In October 2006, CLC members will join a running group called Living Water (www.zivavoda.org, Ziva voda=Living water) to participate for the third time in Ljubljana's marathon as well as other runs in Slovenia. This group, established by future Jesuit Miran Zvanut, is raising money to support the work of Jesuit Stanko Rozman in Malawi in Africa where it is very difficult to obtain water. So far, Living Water has collected enough money to pay for the installation of five wells. The best Slovenian marathon runner Roman Kejzar has also joined the group. 
From Nairobi, Kenya. A CLC team will collaborate with the Jesuits to prepare for the next World Social Forum on Water in January 2007.

From Spain.   CLC Spain is preparing for participation in the World Social Forum on Migration in Madrid this June.
Resources on Water: 

· Second UN World Water Development Report 

'Water, a Shared Responsibility' Published: Mar. 2006: www.unesco.org/water/wwap/wwdr2/table_contents.shtml 
· Resource for Water Issues at the UN 

www.un.org/esa/sustdev/sdissues/water/Interagency_activities.htm
Working Group Update
National Contacts still needed!  Refer to Projects 131 on our website:  www.cvx-clc.net/pub.html. 
New Geneva Working Group Member!  At the request of Guy Maginzi of World ExCo, CLC Spain missioned Manuel Enciso of the European Network of Forced Migrations to join the Geneva Working Group. 
UN DPI Conference on September, 5 – 8, 2006:  Unfinished Business: Effective Partnerships For Human Security and Sustainable Development.
NY Working Group Meeting:  September 8 – 9, 2006.  
UN Representatives Update
Committee on Sustainable Development NY Rep Joan Woods will join this committee at the UN and attend their commission meetings in May. There she will look out for people interested in the topic of water.
Conference on Water: NY Reps Jose Lim and Sylvia Schmitt attended the annual meeting of the Partnership for Global Justice in April: “Water: Thirsting for Justice.”  Speakers from the UN, from water advocacy groups and from religious organizations offered their perspectives on water, sharing signs of hope and concern. Tony Clarke of the Polaris Institute www.polarisinstitute.org spoke of the consumption of bottled water as a growing problem, corporate efforts to buy water properties and the trend toward water privatization. Another speaker, a Sister of Notre Dame, shared her community’s decision to adopt a corporate statement about water – something that we as CLC might want to consider!
Action Alert ! 
Voice your opposition to water privatization which denies clean water to millions of poor people!  Write to the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank who are sponsoring water privatization projects with funding from governments, aid agencies and the United Nations.  Call for a moratorium on all IMF/World Bank water privatization programs until a set of strict conditions can be put in place to ensure total public control over water projects in all countries.  See also: www.polarisinstitute.org             Contact: information:       
www.imf.org/ International Monetary Fund, 700 19th St., NW, Washington, DC  20431
www.worldbank.org/ Paul Wolfowitz, President, The World Bank, 1818 H Street, NW, Washington, DC  20433
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam!
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